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Trajectories of Kawaura Kenichi, the Owner of Yoshizawa & Co. (2)

— The Curtain Rises on the Cinematograph Era

Irie Yoshiro

This is the second installment of a series of essays looking back on the achievements of the oldest
Japanese film trading company, Yoshizawa Shoten (Yoshizawa & Co.) and its owner, Kawaura Kenichi. In
this essay, I focus on their business through the year 1897, when Yoshizawa & Co. made its first presentation
of the Cinematograph in Yokohama.

The process by which Yoshizawa & Co. came to obtain a Cinematograph is still shrouded in many
mysteries today. Among them, my research at this time in particular reconsiders the identification of an
Italian called “Braccialini,” who is said to have brought a Cinematograph Lumicére to Yoshizawa & Co. Film
historian Tanaka Junichiro once posited this man as Scipione Braccialini, who was in Japan at the invitation
of the Japanese army. Subsequently, Tsukada Yoshinobu revealed another figure, Giovanni Braccialini, who
was in Japan at the same time. This essay verifies Giovanni’s background and involvement with Yoshizawa
& Co. thanks to new information concerning him.

In addition, this essay sheds light on unknown activities of the early Yoshizawa & Co., such as their
screening tours and sales of Cinematographic equipment, by presenting new documentation to which
previous studies did not pay attention.

(Translated by Ishihara Kae)



