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Painting and Reality
—— On the Painting Procedure of AKATSUKA Yuji

Nakabayashi Kazuo

Painting comes into existence only by opening and maintaining interaction between reality and the
order intrinsic to painting. Today, when the concept of autonomous painting for nothing else is being
questioned, we have an increasing need for recognizing the fact. Behind this paper attempting to consider
AKATSUKA Yuji’s works and his production methods from such point of view is my interview with the
painter in September 2014. Born in Kagoshima Prefecture in 1955 and having studied at the Tokyo
University of the Arts, Akatsuka has devoted entirely to oil painting since 1988, and has continued producing
large works without interruption until today. Perhaps partly because of his unique approach to production,
Akatsuka’s works have some aspects that cannot be readily described using conventional art-historical terms
such as theme and concept. In spite of the sensory richness and a wealth of originality of the respective works
that strongly impress viewers, it is difficult to identify what gives such impression. Viewing such difficulty as
an expression of the stance of the painter who tries to remain at the original place where the painting or the
action of painting comes into existence, this paper examines three series spanning his entire career in relation
to reality in a broad sense. Akatsuka’s works defy understanding based on the binary opposition of
representation and abstraction. Using the concept of “likening”—looking at a thing to discover something
else in it—as a clue, this paper considers how his paintings subtly relate to the outside world.

(Translated by Yamamoto Hitoshi)
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