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In Consideration of MOMIJIGARI:
Concerning the Performance and the Shooting Date of the Film MOMIJIGARI

Honchi Haruhiko

MOMIJIGARI is said to be the oldest existing film shot by a Japanese person. It is for this reason that
one of the existing prints of MOMIJIGARI is the first historical film material designated as an Important
Cultural Property in Japan.

The film is a record of only a part of the Kabuki play MOMIJIGARI, but the performers are two of
the greatest actors in modern Kabuki history; Ichikawa Danjuro IX and Onoe Kikugoro V. That is another
reason why this film is so precious.

MOMIJIGARI is also included in the Shin Kabuki Juhachiban. Going back to the time of the
original Kabuki Jubachiban selection, this essay reveals the reason why Ichikawa Danjuro IX’s MOMIJIGARI
in particular was chosen as the subject of filming by studying the historical evidence of MOMIJIGARTI’s
place in Kabuki history.

Moreover, this essay tries to establish as clearly as possible the date of shooting, which had not received
enough attention in previous research on film history and so remained obscure.

(Translated by Ishihara Kae)
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