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1970, a Landmark Year:
the Lineage of Conceptual Art in Japan (2)

Suzuki Katsuo

Contemporary studies of the achievements of Japanese conceptual art of the mid-1960s to the mid-
1970s were not undertaken due to difficulty in defining ‘conceptual art,” and because the category ‘conceptual
art’ did not exist. This paper aims to shed light on breakthrough research by exploring the evolution of the
phrase ‘conceptual art’ in the language of art criticism, and by tracing the refinement of ideas in contemporary
discourse and the repositioning of focus of analysis by various critics. It treats the period from 1969 to 1971,
and is a continuation of “Part I,” appearing in the Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, Research Bulletin, No
18.

The year 1970 is taken as a turning point, a time when use of the term ‘conceptual art’ spread in
journalism and, moreover, among the general public following 7he 10" Tokyo Biennale: Between Man and
Matter, the August 1970: Aspects of New Japanese Art at the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, and
Trends in Contemporary Art at The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto. The exhibitions all took place
in 1970, also the year of Expo '70 Osaka. This paper attempts to show how the participation of contemporary
leading art critics Nakahara Yasuke, Lee U-Fan, Fujieda Teruo was instrumental in the creation of
‘conceptual art’ as an established field.

(Translated by Cheryl Silverman)



	pp.05_21
	pp.70



