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B AT7—YA LT A AL DB S DT B3 ZEZTAR L | MBS 1E eV F 7 — RO 3 A 77— BT 2 HM AR, K
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NS L Ot [Wm BN (I (R R, 19854F). 55264, 1366 HA& S, AT 5 [F A$t] o nkik
B B AL YA PADRIEL T3 o, S OZIES RS0z, [WmBBRER] I XU, 19374605
19404R12221F T, [T ASHIZAAREPNTA 2K LS8 EDR 2B L T2,
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N7, K FAE TR, T SR T AT S DK TR 0 lT YR D IC K D ST/, BLAYPAPICEZ Iz L v
9 (Al BB T H AR R 1T 555 b—F—~J AR, 19804F, 330 H),

WRNEA SN M2 2T T7— 7R ADFHIIC OV TE, /N—=3F « 7)L—%F'— (Barbara Flueckiger) BT 2T D 7—
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ZODRENATZIFU D, Ly FRRETYA v IHERBE L7 2T, MIHOF#E 24T ) g avyLy v b &R
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and Hall, Third Edition, 1951 [First Edition, 1936]) .,

John Belton, op.cit., p.346.
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The Restoration of Senninbari: Reviving a Two-Color System

through Analog and Digital Technologies

Miura Kazuki and Daibé Masaki

The NFC conducted two careful field investigations at Gosfilmfond (the National Film Foundation of
the Russian Federation) and “repatriated” three hundred and forty-seven Japanese films from Russia around
2000. The repatriation project scemed complete; then, Gosfilmfond informed us that there still remained a
few hundred tins of fragments. Thus, as part of the NFC’s third field investigation in 2014, we closely
examined a print of Senininbari (dir. Saegusa Genjird, 1937), a print that was discovered in the late 1990
in Russia.

Senininbari, produced by Dainihon tennenshoku eiga seisakujo (Greater Japan Natural Color
Productions), uses a two-color system, and is the oldest surviving Japanese color sound film. This field
investigation identified the print as a 35mm color nitrate positive with soundtrack, 534 meter (19 min.),
about half the length of a complete release print.

This essay demonstrates the process in which we reproduced the look of the two-color system, a system
mainly used for short films from the sound transition to the early 1950s, using both analog and digital
technologies. We could neither ship the original material, a nitrate color positive, to Japan, nor rely on
technical supervision. In spite of these limitations, we were able to devise a new method of digital restoration.
By analyzing the data resulting from photochemical simulations, we determined the color range that the
two-color system could not reproduce, kept that range from being picked up in color grading, and thereby
retrieved the color of Senninbari.

(Translated by Kinoshita Chika)

71



	pp.22_34
	pp.71



