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Film and the Imperial Household in the 1920s Japan:
Analyzing Footage of Crown Prince Hirohito Visiting Europe and
Onoe Matsunosuke Films in the NFC Collection as Publicity

Kamiya Makiko

This essay demonstrates that the relationship between the film medium and the imperial houschold
was continuous from the rein of the emperor Taisho (1912-1926) to that of Hirohito (1926-1989) by
analyzing films from 1921 and 1926. It reexamines the state’s media strategies relative to the imperial
household focusing on three film texts: several versions of the “Crown Prince Hirohito Visiting Europe” film
(1921); Shigeki Nankd ketsubetsu (A Historical Play: Farewell to Nankd, 1921) starring Onoe Matsunosuke;
and Gunshin Tachibana chissa (Lieutenant-Colonel Tachibana, 1926) with an Intertextual link to
Matsunosuke. A close look at these films within their respective historical contexts suggests that the state
expected the film medium to play an important role, and that Matsunosuke, an unparalleled star, was deeply
involved in its media strategies. To be sure, in the early 1920s, socio-political conditions for the rapid
militarization following the Manchurian Incident in 1931 had not yet been firmly established. But
nevertheless, I argue, the early 1920s media environment prepared an image of the imperial household
attractive enough to spiritually mobilize the nation; film effectively served this purpose. Furthermore, film
functioned as a propaganda machine, facilitating a smooth transition from the emperor Taish6 to Crown
Prince Hirohito by showing the latter’s solemn and yet sometimes very familiar attitudes.

(Translated by Kinoshita Chika)
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