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Nakahira Takuma in 1977

Masuda Rei

In 1977 the photographer Nakahira Takuma (1938-2015) fell into an alcohol-induced coma and suffered
permanent partial memory loss, causing him to suspend his activities for a time. While he recovered
sufficiently to work once more, his new works were very different from what he had produced before
the hiatus, and the period of inactivity caused by the coma is generally considered a turning point in his
career. In fact, however, by the early 1970s Nakahira had already rejected his previous photography and
had begun exploring new directions, and it has been suggested that in the ongoing reappraisal of Nakahira’s
work, it is crucial to consider whether to focus on the continuity or the discontinuity of his oeuvre pre-
and post-sabbatical. To shed light on this issue, this essay endeavors to determine Nakahira’s position
and orientation as an artist at the time of his collapse. Specifically, it examines his activities in 1977 in
detail, chronologically arranges related matters within the period from 1973 to 1978, and identifies
several related issues. Thus far, with regard to these issues considerable attention has been paid to his
connection with Okinawa, which dated back to 1973, but this essay focuses on other issues as well,
including introducing photographs published in a 1977 magazine which have been overlooked until

now, and citing “city streets” as a new key word for the study of Nakahira.

(Translated by Christopher Stephens)
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