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The World Poster Exhibition
Part 2: Research on Exhibited Works

Nomiyama Sakura

This essay follows up on an earlier essay, “The World Poster Exhibition,” published in the 2019 research
bulletin. The previous essay gave an outline of the World Poster Exhibition held at the National Museum
of Modern Art in 1953, and repositioned it within graphic design history in light of the situation at the
time. Also, it cited as future tasks, in addition to further research on the exhibited works, the gathering
of comments and impressions from people who were involved in organizing the exhibition or attended
it, and examination of the exhibition’s significance from various perspectives. As a part of this effort,
this essay focuses on four works shown in the World Poster Exhibition for research: Sugai Kumi’s Trip to
Lake Biwa, Ito Shinsui’s Autumn in Nikko, Imatake Shichiro’s Nylon Raincoat, and Kitadai Shozo’s Walter
Gieseking Concert. Specifically, its primary goals are to clearly set forth visual analyses of each poster,
profiles of the designers, and the contexts of their production. The four works featured here were recently
shown in Where Design is Found: From the Museum Collection, an exhibition of works from the permanent
collection held at the Crafts Gallery, the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo from May 21 to June
30, 2019. The museum collection contains some other Japanese posters shown at the World Poster
Exhibition, but these four in particular were selected as subjects for study because they underwent

restoration earlier than others and have already completed this session on public view.

(Translated by Christopher Stephens)
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