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Making an Illustrated Crafts Reference Book with Kids

Imai Yoko

Crafts Gallery for Kids+Adults is a project to encourage appreciation of crafts. Directed at children,
including preschool-aged children, it is carried out at the Crafts Gallery of the National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo, mainly in the summer. Initially “Crafts Gallery for Kids+Adults” was a general term
for programs to make learning about crafts fun, but it later came to be used often as an exhibition title.
“Let’s work together to make an illustrated crafts reference book,” discussed in this essay, is one of the
programs has been carried out since 2004 as part of the Crafts Gallery for Kids+Adults project.

“Let’s work together to make an illustrated crafts reference book” is a program using appreciation
cards, worksheets that participants fill out and make public, to share the results of their enjoyment with
others. With the self guide sheet in one hand, the participating children toured the gallery. The mission
assigned to those participating in the reference book program was to add drawings and words to the card
that each had chosen and then put it up on a special board in the museum. Initially, the idea behind the
cards, which were for kids under junior high school age, was to help the participants remember what
they had learned in examining the exhibitions. The children’s view of the nature of crafts was, however,
beyond bold and got down to the fundamentals. When their observations are brought together by
exhibition, they have the power to highlight each theme, so much so that they amount to an illustrated
reference book. Now the name of this program has been established as “Let’s work together to make an
illustrated crafts reference book.”

This essay begins by describing the background behind the development of this worksheet sharing
program and how each item on the “appreciation cards” has been designed to elicit reactions from children
more effectively. The second section introduces the results of participants’ appreciation in terms of three
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key phrases: “the pursuit of creativity,” “texture and materiality,” and “cool.” The intensity of the
appreciation reflected in the cards that make up the “Illustrated Crafts Reference Book” can be grasped
not only through the skill applied to drawing and writing comments on the cards but also from the pen
pressure, trimming, even sometimes the dirt that get stuck to the card. “What's going on” inside the
person making the observations? What aspects of the crafts does that illuminate? Through this program,
the writer has kept a record of various newly addressed matters about crafts that have become the next

topics for research.

(Translated by Ruth S. McCreery)
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