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Forming Media Links through 60 Years of the National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo 1952-2012: The Third Article on a New Attempt to Create

a Single-volume Reference Book on the Museum’s History, Focusing on Editing,
Publishing, and Making Public a Comprehensive Index of Exhibited Artists

Mizutani Takeshi, Watanabe Miki, and Fuse Tamaki

In January 2002, the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo established its own art library to the
public as part of a large-scale renovation project. That year also marked the museum’s 50th anniversary, and
there were plans to publish a chronicle of the museum’s history, but the idea ultimately had to be abandoned
due to the fact that it overlapped with the renovation project.

As a result, the museum’s 60th anniversary, set for 2012, became inextricably linked with a plan to edit
and publish a chronicle called 60 Years of the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo 1952-2012, and a
project to carefully review the function of the library. For a period of ten years, from 2002 to 2012, an
attempt was made to turn the library into a “reference book” on the history of the museum.

During this period, information on three aspects of the museum was prepared and made available to
the public: 1) data on the museum collection; 2) data on the books in the library; and 3) data on exhibitions
held at the museum (including bibliographical information on exhibition catalogues). To expand on exhibition-
related information in 60 Years of the National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo 1952-2012, an index was
created to identify the names of the artists in each exhibition. This made it possible to ascertain a sequence
of information beginning with an artist’s name, the exhibition he or she participated in, the corresponding
exhibition catalogue, and finally, the work (s) shown in the exhibition. With information on a total of 8,564
artists, the index was included in two forms (one arranged according to the Japanese syllabary and one arranged
in alphabetical order) as a PDF file in the CD-ROM that accompanied the book. In addition, the information
was published in PDF files on the museum’s website.

Moreover, following the publication of the book, the data contained in the PDF file was carefully
reviewed and revised, and made public in a searchable form on the museum’s website, which now also serves
as a database. In addition, the website is continuously and sequentially updated with information on the
artists and works that have appeared in exhibitions since 2012. Thus, 60 Years of the National Museum of
Modern Art, Tokyo 1952-2012 came to function as a single-volume reference book of the museum’s history.
By shifting information from the physical book and packaged media such as CD-ROMs to PDF files that
are uploaded to the website, and allowing the public to access it by means of a search engine, we have set out
to form a link with network media by creating a mechanism that preserves fundamental information that is
likely to be published in future records of the museum’s history.

(Translated by Christopher Stephens)



