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Cataloguing the Ogino Shigeji Collection

Asari Hiroyuki

Ogino Shigeji (1899-1991) was a “private” (kojin) filmmaker. Since he shot Ueno Koen haru no ichinichi
(Ueno Park: A Spring Day) on 9.5 mm in 1928, Ogino pursued filmmaking for over five decades. His works
won several awards at film competitions; he was a well-known figure among amateur filmmakers and
aficionados.

Nevertheless, we had only seen a limited number of Ogino’s films, heavily represented by experimental
works that garnered recognition at international competitions. Yet, since Ogino’s oeuvre was donated to the
National Film Center in 1992, our research has revealed that he produced a wide variety of films.

Our catalogue of Ogino’s films includes 476 titles. Some films show the landscapes that have been lost;
others are of value as historical records of everyday life during WWII or the 1970 Osaka Expo. Those films
may well make contributions to local or social history research in the future. Furthermore, films themselves
convey significant information. The format changed from 9.5 mm to 16 mm, and then to 8 mm; there were
various sound systems. Such information will greatly contribute to our understanding of the environment in
which amateur filmmaking communities worked in Japan.

Recent years saw a massive increase in moving image made by individuals. The spread of digital
cameras and smart phones has dramatically facilitated production of moving image. It is time to reframe the
history of “private filmmaking” (kojin eiga) in Japan, precisely because we live in times where moving images
are produced and consumed by individuals in private. As a pioneer of private filmmaking, Ogino’s work
invites further research and investigation, to which I hope this catalogue will contribute.

(Translated by Kinoshita Chika)
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