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Film Center Collection of Small Gauge Films

Memorandom Concerning a Study of 9.5mm Films

Goda Mariko

In Japan, the history of small gauge films and amateur films begins in earnest in 1924, when Banno
Bunzaburo first imported 9.5mm cameras. While 8mm later became the most popular format and continued
to be produced until Fuji Film stopped production in March 2012, small gauge film has played a long and
important role in Japan’s film culture. Recent film preservation movements rooted in particular localities or
themes have continued to draw attention to the importance of small gauge movies. But compared with
commercial 16mm film, 9.5mm and 8mm film used by anonymous cinematographers who made amateur
films and home movies is a field that has remained insufficiently researched. Given the extremely private
nature of amateur films, there is a lack of clarity about how many survive in Japan, and it is difficult to gain
the comprehensive grasp of their state such as we have for commercial films. In addition, even films stored
in archives frequently lack labels, notes, or on-screen credits; the information needed to identify these films
is lacking. When researching the content of these films, a precondition of the research is close inspection and
recording of trace evidence in the film itself.

This essay will first provide a brief introduction to the 8mm and 9.5mm films in the National Film
Center’s collection. The second half of the essay will focus on 9.5mm films and study several of the physical
traces left in a few films, which were discovered in the process of careful film inspection. Two films will be
discussed in particular: 7okyo Koshinkyoku (Hattori Shigeru, 1929), a record talkie (silent film with sound
on disc) and An Expression (Ogino Shigeji, 1935), which uses the Kinemacolor system. Both have been
blown up and reproduced on 35mm film by the National Film Center. By inspecting the original 9.5mm,
we can identify the context in which these films were produced and shown. Via this approach, we can
rediscover these films, which have already been restored, from a new angle. We can then gain a glimpse of
the profound world of amateur film in a way not possible by referring to textual evidence or by seeing the

projected images alone.



