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'The Rakkan (Signatures) on the Paintings of

Uemura Shoen

Nakamura Reiko

This paper presents the results of an examination of the rakkan (signatures) appearing on the paintings
of Uemura Shoen (1875-1949).

The paper begins by introducing the rakkan on 85 paintings from among the 88 shown in the Uemura
Shoen Exhibition, held at The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo in 2010. These have been categorized
into 15 groups (‘A’ to ‘O’), according to the configurational characteristics of the rakkan, and the
characteristics of each group are described in detail.

The next step investigates the periods of use of each group’s rakkan. The methodology for this study
involved using photographs of Shoen’s paintings illustrating magazines and exhibition catalogues published
at the time that she presented her works at various exhibitions during her lifetime, and examining them to
confirm whether her rakkan appears on these works.

Thereafter, based on the results of the aforementioned study, an examination is made of the rakkan and
production dates of those paintings among the 85 selected that Shoen did not display in any exhibitions.
However, the showing in exhibitions of the majority of her Meiji era works can not be verified with
documentary material of the time. Consequently, it is impossible to fix the time of use of the rakkan
appearing on works of this period. Be that as it may, as changes in her rakkan use can be postulated to a
certain degree based on configurational characteristics, this study undertakes this task. These inferences, as
well as accepted theories on production dates, provide the basis for investigating the time periods of the use
of Shoen’s rakkan.

Compared with the Meiji era, there is much more documentary material available to support an
investigation of the periods of use of rakkan appearing on Shoen’s Taisho era works. Moreover, the
transformations in Shoen’s paintings during this era are also clearly defined. Therefore, this study provides
corrections to the heretofore conventionally accepted periods of production of several Shoen works, based
on the characteristics of the configurations of her rakkan and her painting style.

As for Shoen’s Showa era works, while her painting style changed little during this period, there is a
great amount of documentary material available to establish the periods of use of her rakkan, with the
exception of the case of her works painted late in her life. Therefore, for his Showa works as well, the study
corrects the period of production of several works, by using the configurational characteristics of her

rakkan.





