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GHQ Film Censorship during Occupied Japan

Investigation of the Identification Codes on Film

Itakura Fumiaki

When we see Japanese movies made in the prewar, wartime and Allied Occupation periods, we often
recognize a code beginning with a Roman alphabet, such an ‘A’ or ‘M, followed by several numerals within
the frame of the main title. This paper unravels the relationship between these codes and the film censorship
practiced by GHQ (General Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers occupying
postwar Japan), by comparing GHQ-related material in the collection of the National Diet Library and the
film collection of National Film Center.

Each film inspected by the Press, Pictorial & Broadcast Division (PPB) would receive either a decision
of “Passed” - approved for public showing, “Passed with deletion” - approved for public showing upon
partial deletion or “Suppressed” - not approved. As a trace of censorship, the film itself would be marked
with a stamp certifying that it had been inspected by the censors. A film that “passed” would receive a Civil
Censorship Identification Number, required to be printed on the main title when the film was actually
released for public viewing.

The Tokyo Branch of PPB inspected 1862 films, produced not only in Japan, but also in American and
other foreign countries, during the period from October 1945 to September 30, 1946. Of these, 1174
“passed,” 303 “passed with deletion” and 385 were “suppressed.”

The Civil Censorship Detachment’s (CCD) Identification Numbers referred to different film
categories. An ID code composed of only numerals denoted a newly produced 35mm Japanese film. One
beginning with the alphabet ‘A’ indicated an old 35mm Japanese film being reissued. An ‘M’ was used to
identify 16mm film. A ‘C’ indicated a "cultural film”, an ‘F’ was for 8mm and 9.5mm film and a ‘Z’ for
17.5mm film. An ‘S’ meant that it was a newly-produced American movie provided by the Central Motion

Picture Exchange (CMPE), and an ‘L’ indicated a magic lantern slide.





