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On the Handling of Materials in Research on Francis

Bacon (1909-1992)

Masuda Tomohiro

This paper focuses attention on handling of materials in the study of Francis Bacon (1909-1992), especially
with regard to novices who begin carrying out their research in Japanese. After Bacon’s death, in addition
to his studio itself, its contents including about 570 books and catalogues, 1,500 photographs, 100 torn
canvases, 1,300 clippings from books and other publications, 2,000 of the artist’s possessions, and 70
drawings were donated to Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin and made accessible to the public in 2001. Moreover,
all these materials are indexed in a database. For this reason, over the last 10 years or so, research on the
identification of source materials for his oil paintings and Bacon’s unique working method employing these
materials has progressed dramatically, and Bacon studies have entered a new phase. However, aside from
the studio materials, there are some other Bacon-related materials of uncertain origin, and the discourse
on these materials is virtually unknown in Japan. Under these circumstances, novice scholars who begin
studying Bacon in Japan may draw on said materials, assuming that they are genuine and not realizing they
are actually controversial. With this in mind, this paper summarizes discourse on materials of questionable
authenticity, which has scarcely been introduced in Japan. The purpose of this paper is not to judge the
authenticity of these materials. Its primary purpose is to enable novice scholars who undertake Bacon studies
in Japanese to handle the entire body of Bacon-related material with care, and to offer guidelines for the

pursuit of new research.
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