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Identifying the Nitrate Negative Film of
Shigeki Nanko Ketsubetsu (1921)

Itakura Fumiaki

At the end of 1921, the Tokyo Museum held the “Moving Pictures Exhibition,” the first government-
produced exhibition on cinema in Japan. This paper attempts to identify the historical value of the nitrate
negative of Shigeki Nanko Ketsubersu (1921), which is in the collection of the National Film Center (NFC),
from a film archival perspective. The analytical methodology used for this paper determined the film’s
production date, editing method and other elements from the various traces of physical evidence remaining
on the film itself. It should lead not only to an understanding of the film material, but also an illumination
of the film production process and a deeper understanding of the contents of the film.

As a result, the study determined that there is an extremely high possibility that the nitrate negative of
Shigeki Nanko Ketsubetsu is the original negative filmed by Taikatsu studio cameramen on December 8,
1921. In addition, it is also highly probable that after 1928, Nikkatsu Studio re-edited the original negative
and released the film by newly adding two shots of subtitles at the beginning, the” The end” shot and also
the shot of the “forest.”

It is reasonable to conclude that the negative film of Shigeki Nanko Ketsubetsu is the second oldest
35mm nitrate original negative among existing Japanese film material. The oldest would be the 35mm
nitrate original negative of Kobayashi Tomajiro Sogi (produced by Yoshizawa Shoten, filmed in 1910), which
records the funeral of Kobayashi Tomojiro, the founder of the current Lion Corporation. In addition, the
recorded contents of Shigeki Nanko Ketsubetsu can also be highly regarded as historical material of great value
for the scenes of Japan’s first exhibition of cinema and Yushima Shrine and the Tokyo Museum prior to the
Great Kanto Earthquake (1923), which destroyed almost all of the structures within the shrine’s grounds,

including the Tokyo Museum.
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