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Study of Newsreels for Children Produced During Wartime

From the Collection of the National Film Center,
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo

Kitakouji Takashi

In September 1938, the Asahi Shimbun Company began producing “Asahi Child-graph (Kodomo-
graph),” renamed “Asahi Home-graph” a year later, regularly twice a month. An advertisement on the
occasion of the issuing of this newsreel called it “Japan’s first serious news program for children.” At the
time, the environment surrounding newsreels in Japan was in a turbulent period. Interest in and the
popularity of newsreels had heightened, especially as the war with China had begun in earnest from the
previous year. The situation was such that there was even the opening of theaters specializing in newsreels
and all sorts of news agencies flooded into the newsreel market. On the other hand, however, as a result of
the intensified competition to report the news, there was also recognition that the situation surrounding
newsreels had reached a “saturation point.” The Asahi Shimbun Company had been drawn into this news
war through its “Asahi World News,” a regularly issued newsreel for the general public. Therefore, it is
surmised that the production of a newsreel for children was the result of Asahi’s search for a way to survive
the competitive newsreel environment then.

Heretofore, there have been few opportunities to conduct research focusing on these newsreels for
children, which appeared during the period that represents the history of Japanese newsreels, because they
had been deemed as being an exception and trivial compared with general newsreels. However, wouldn’t
venturing to examine their unusual format and contents as newsreels make it possible to acquire a powerful
vantage point to survey the overall state of newsreels of that time and their essential qualities? The objective
of this paper is to analyze the contents of early “Asahi Child-graphs” in the collection of the National
Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, and reveal the characteristics and uniqueness of the topics featured and
methods used, particularly when compared with general newsreels. Newsreels for children came about as
successors to experiments in using sound creatively in news programs for children on the radio, which had
until then been bound to a rigid format. Children’s newsreels arose from this, with the advent of newsreels
with soundtracks, talkies, and there is evidence that especially early on they were produced under the strong
influence of what was called the principle of juvenile innocence, the view held of children since the Taisho

era (1912-1926), similar to children’s radio news programs.
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