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Lying, Standing and Leaning: Figure Image of Yoruzu Tetsugoro

Kuraya Mika

Of the works of the oil painter Yorozu Tetsugoro (1885-1927), the focus here is on his portrayals
of the human body as a whole. An attempt has been made to shed light upon the characteristics of
Yorozu’s depiction of the human body and his aim in expressing this image, by analyzing the work
itself, while as much as possible avoiding the use of the frameworks of Post Impressionism and Cub-
ism, which had been applied in studies of Yorozu to date.

Nude Beauty (1912) is the first work studied. From rough sketch to completion, the nude woman
portrayed here has been transformed in stages into zigzags connecting from left to right, but staying
true to a central axis. Through doing this, rather than a human body, the nude becomes a flat form
devoid of a sense of solidity. Cut off from the background, the visual effect is of the body floating off
the canvas in the foreground.

Next, studying works including Leaning Woman (1917) and Nude, Resting Her Chin on Her Hand
(1926) one sees the following distinguishing features in Yorozu'’s images of figures.

1) Proportion lacking balance to induce a forward leaning movement, with the head being large
and legs small.

2) The edges of the body have been cut off by the frame. In such a case the frame fulfills the role
of keeping the leaning the body within the painting.

These two points show that Yorozu’s human forms materialize through the battle between move-
ment to come out of the painting and the force that keeps the form within the painting. These
strong forces on his figures produce a unique impression of movement, with each part of the body
positioned on the canvas fighting to move against a constraining force.
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