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The Formation of Okamoto Taro’s “Polarism”

Otani Shogo

Okamoto Taro (1911-1996) put forth his “polarism” in the November 1948 issue of Gabunshu
Avant-garde. Written around the time he painted Dawn (1948), a work in this museum’s collection,
this article was important because it directly expressed the ideology that was constant throughout
Okamoto’s life, but also included several questions that have yet to be adequately examined. For
example: (1) Where does “polarism” belong in art history? (2) Through what process did “polar-
ism” develop? (3) What factors encouraged the deepening of thought related to the development
of “polarism”?

This paper first takes a general look at the fact that the art world during the prewar to postwar
period perceived abstract art and surrealism as being two conflicting currents of avant-garde art.
Furthermore, it looks at the fact that there existed the broadly shared question of how to bring forth
a new type of painting that surpassed these two currents.

The paper next confirms that Okamoto’s “polarism” demonstrated his own reply to this question,
that the two trends “be left to contrast in their contradictions.” Furthermore, tracking this develop-
mental process through a careful chronological reading of Okamoto’s many articles written soon
after the war, one sees the importance of his relationship with the critic Hanada Kiyoteru. This pa-
per concludes that although Okamoto’s critical thinking through “polarism” can be traced back to
his prewar period in Paris, his meeting Hanada at the end of 1947 and the discussions through Yoru
no kai (Night Society), which began in January 1948, were undoubtedly important in enabling him
to clearly verbalize his thoughts on this subject.

120



