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Restoration of Onna Hitori Daichi wo Yuku (Longest version)

[takura Fumiaki

Onna Hitori Daichi wo Yuku (Woman Walking the World Alone) (Kamei Fumio, Kinuta Produc-
tion, 1953) was the second feature film directed by Kamei, who is known as a master of documentary
films, and followed his “Haha Nareba Onna Nareba (Become a Mother, Become a Woman)” (1952).
The purpose of this paper is to explain the background that gave birth to the former film’s master
positive film, created for preservation purposes, something that was unusual at the time in Japan, in
1953. Using its story scenario, film examination records and other material, this is accomplished by
throwing light upon the process that produced two different versions of the film.

One of the versions is the “original version” (132-minute cut), prepared from the surviving origi-
nal negative, which is the version disseminated in DVD format at present. The other is the “longest
version,” which runs 164 minutes long. In 2008, the National Film Center prepared a screening print
of this “longest version” from nitrate 35 mm master positive film, for the first time, and presented a
screening of it.

The Commission for the Administration of the Motion Picture Code of Ethics (Eirin) demanded
that references to and depictions of foreign countries and foreign people in the film be deleted,
based on its examination of the script. Furthermore, after watching a screening of the film, Eirin pro-
posed its desired deletion (or modification) of two scenes concerning the Korean War, and Kinuta
Production consented. It appears that Eirin was sensitive about depictions of foreign countries
because, while it wanted to advocate against war as people of the peace-loving country of Japan,
the examiners were confronted with difficulties as they were hesitant to deny the Korean War com-
pletely in consideration of Japan’s pro-U.S. foreign policy line.

Comparing Eirin’s examination records and the surviving films, it becomes clear that the “original
version” is the version that resulted after Kinuta accepted Eirin’s requested changes and made the de-
letions and revisions. Meanwhile, the “longest version” is the version prior to these modifications.

The author furthermore investigated why the lengths of the two versions differed by 32 minutes.
It was ascertained that there existed circumstances at the time of the film’s premiere compelling
the director to shorten the originally almost four hours of film to 2 hours or 2 and half hours. If the
“original version” and the “longest version” are compared, the editings between scenes in the former
are confusing and the way of constructing plot is incomplete.

If asked which version of Onna Hitori Daichi wo Yuku is easier to understand, moreover faith-
fully follows classical film editing and composition methods, the answer would unmistakably be
the “longest version.” It is most likely for this reason that Kamei (or Kinuta Production) decided to
produce a master positive for preservation purposes, in order to save the film in the form it appears
in its original negative before it was cut to pieces under circumstances forcing it to be shortened into
an unnatural form. In the history of Japanese film, where a large number of prints would be made
directly from an original negative, the production of this master positive film in 1953 is an extremely
unusual event.

Based on the above, it became clear that the master positive is closer to the “original” than the
surviving original negative. However, without considering the “authenticity” of the original negative
as self-evident, we must closely trace and examine the histories of each original negative and then
set the goals of our restoration work for each work, respectively.
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