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A Consideration of Lines and Arcs in Sol LeWitt’s Wal//
Drawing #769: A 36-inch (90cm) grid covering the black
wall. All two-part combinations using arcs from corners and
sides, and straight and not straight lines, systematically.

Ogawa Ayako

In this paper, I trace the practice of the preeminent artist Sol LeWitt (1928-2007) from his early conceptual
and minimal art to his wall drawings, which are seen as his life work. From 1968 until LeWitt’s death in
2007, the artist produced a numbered series of 1,274 wall drawings. As some of the pieces include individual
variations, the actual total exceeds 1,300 works. The theme of the works varies according to the period in
which they were made, but regardless of the era, lines and arcs are a recurring theme. Linear variations in the
series were influenced by LeWitt's close friend the sculptor Eva Hesse (1936-1970). I also consider the rare

influence the two artists had on each other.

This is followed by a discussion of LeWitt's 1994 work Wall Drawing #769: A 36-inch (90cm) grid covering
the black wall. All two-part combinations using arcs from corners and sides, and straight and not straight
lines, systematically. This piece is seen as part of a group of works based on the theme of lines and arcs,
which LeWitt actively produced between the early *70s and early ’80s. I consider the work while drawing
parallels to similar pieces. With his wall drawings, LeWitt did his utmost to eliminate artistic subjectivity
and arbitrariness and to turn his works into objective systems. Rather than approaching a line as a tool for

depicting a virtual image, he explored the reality of the line in itself.

Moreover, although LeWitt initially made the wall drawings himself and with other people, in the early
’80s he began to concentrate on creating concepts and instructions for the works, which were entrusted to
a “draftsman” to execute. What was the significance of the word “draftsman”? By comparing the process
to music, for which he had a great love, LeWitt envisioned the artist as the composer, the instructions as
the score, and the draftsman as the performer. This was not simply an allegory. A musical composition is
performed anew in every age without being replicated. Similarly, the draftsman system is a way of making
the work over and over again to provide people with enjoyment, and of expanding the existing concept of

the artist and the work.



