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On the Production Process for Ayanishiki: From Facsimile
Drawings to Woodblock Prints

Nakao Yui

Ayanishiki (“Beautiful Textiles”) is a catalog of exhibitions of textile products held at the Nishijin Textile
Center in Kyoto. It opened in 1915, when color printing had not become widespread in Japan. To provide
color plates of those beautiful textiles for Ayanishiki, the Nishijin Textile Center commissioned textile
designers in Kyoto who had the sophisticated skills to record the works accurately in facsimile drawings.
Those drawings were then reproduced using sophisticated color woodblock printing techniques that had
been handed down in Kyoto. The result was Ayanishiki, a catalog of extremely great artistic value, with ten
volumes published from 1916 to 1925, in limited editions of 200 copies each. At the time, Kyoto’s textile
industry was flourishing, and collections of designs were being issued in vast numbers. Unsodo, which
printed Ayanishiki, was regarded as the finest publishing company in Kyoto, and its execution of Ayanishiki
was unsurpassed among the many design collections produced in that period. It was the pinnacle of art
printing at that time. Since, however, its market was limited to the textile industry, Ayanishiki is now almost

entirely forgotten.

In this essay, I compare and examine the proof prints and issues of Ayanishiki in the Unsodo collection
and the textiles and drawings in the Nishijin Textile Center collection with the facsimile drawings by Ogo
Tomonosuke in the collection of Fukumoto Shigeki, a textile artist. I point out the possibility that, in the
actual production process for Ayanishiki, which had been almost entirely obscure, Yamaga Seika and Ogo
Tomonosuke played central roles in the overall creation of the drawings of textiles for it. I also, searching
for woodblocks used when Ayanishiki was published, tried reprinting them, working with a currently active
print craftsman and a publisher. The decorative style of applying pigment three dimensionally, a distinctive
technique that has been handed down in Kyoto printmaking, was, it became clear, an extremely important
element in expressing the consistency and texture of textiles, as in Ayanishiki. This essay discovers the value
of Ayanishiki not merely as a record of textiles but as a hybrid entity that brings together the best of weaving
and dying, sketching, and printmaking techniques. It observes that it was precisely because it originated in

modern Kyoto, with its sophisticated cultural heritage, that this remarkable publication could be created.
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